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EDITORIAL 
By Way of Introduction 


different format, which we trust will commend itself to-our readers, It 
_ would not be correct to speak of it as a new magazine. In its essentials the 


does so, of expressing the hope that between him and them there may 
from the outset a real bond of fellowship in the Gospel of Christ. — 


be forged 


lod 

Page 
PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL IN FRANCE .. 15 
EVANGELICAL WORLD DIGEST ee 22 
4 

Wee 2 
magazine remains tf ame. Dut the are lifteren smmalicr Dage size We 
v is in accordance with modern téndenéies in magazine production, should make it A 
i easier to handle, and the new cover design should give it a more attractive H 
if appearance. If our readers have any comments to offer on the magazine, whether sa 
; by way of commendation or criticism, we shall be genuinely to hear from them. fa 
In particular we shall value constructive and practical which mayenable 
: us to improve the magazine and increase its usefulness in the cause which we all have 
heart, namely, the maintenance, defence and propagation of the Evangelical 
Ts 
a i | this first Editorial we propose to say something about the policy and function A 
-of more particularly in relation to the ‘* New 
.. Alliance ” which was the theme of the Editorial in the last issue. Those who <a 
reaii that Editorial (copies of which’can be obtained on tion to Headquarters) 


“ 
\ 


2 of i 


will realise that the new Alliance is but the old reborn, endeavouring in this new age i 
to reinterpret its task and pursue its mission in the light of the abiding principles for _ 
which the W.E.A. has stood fast during the past hundred years:. And in. this con- © 
nection we believe that EvanoceiicaL Curistempom has an important minstry to — 
fulfil. It is our desire that the magazine shall continue to serve as a living link 
between the Alliance and its members and supporters, bringing them up-to<latc | 
news of its own work and witness and of kindred Evangelical endeavours throughout =| 
the world. That will remain the primary function of the magazine. We are anxious ~ 


3 ' to keep all our friends in the closest touch with Headquarters and to ensure that 
they ae filly informed ofthe which are now being planned faethe, 

future. 

a For this reason we shall continue the regular featurgknown as “ Headquarters — 
= Notes,” which will be contributed by the Joint Secretaries. The various items ée 
s news which have previously been printed under such headings as “ World Mission — 
‘y together under one general heading, viz. “ Evangelical World Digest.” ‘This may 
Be well become the most valuable feature of the magazine and in consequence we 

Pe intend to devote an adequate amount of space to it. In connection with this feature & | 
Bis we have been fortunate in securing the assistance of the Rev. Alex. McLeish, who — 
a is a recognised authority on matters touching the World Church and who combines _ 

ae: with an extensive knowledge of missionary affairs a firm grasp of missionary prin- — ) 
ciples. He wil be editing Evangelical World Digest in | 
239 issues of the magazine, commencing with the present number. In the other issucs 
the feature will be edited by Brigadier-General H. Biddulph, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.0.; 

a and this fact should serve to introduce @ useful change of emphasis and outlook into _ ! 

Special actvitis ofthe Alliance will, of course, be the subject of special articles. 
a observed once again as we go to press. X brief report af the Central London ' 
& Mcetings, held at the Church House, Westminster, appears on another page, and | 
ag we sual hope subsequently to print some of the addresses given at these meetings. — 
a Commencing with the next issue, we are desirous of introducing a new regular — 

3 feature under the heading of “ Readers’ Commentary,” in which we intend to 

What we are particularly locking for are comments inthe 

cS positive Contributions to the subjects in question, in order to supplement, » amplify — 

3 Contr depend upgn the degree of collaboration of our reader. 
2 Contributions should not exceed 500 words in length, and the Editor reserves the _ 
4 Part or in whole those which-he considers of mott value for the | 

T will be our object in these pages to demonstra that the World’s Evangelical i‘. 
3 : witness to the Gospel of Christ has not been rendered in any wise superfluous or 
by other movements of our time. In fact it would hardly be 
4 Claim that the Alliance’s work is of ¢ven greater importance to-day than'at any _ 
B Other period of its long history. ‘The Principles for which it stands and the policy — | 
a which it is pledged to puriue have assumed a new significance in the light of . 


thé ot“ Co-operion” in a recent ive of 
| if id: need at the time 
Barking particular present 

standpoint made clear in the affairs of the Church and of the world. At present 
Evangelicals speak from a hundred and one different sources, and this leads to 
discord and not harmony. As a result, only too often their, voice. is not iat 


hope of the members of the Council of the Alliance.” _ Mek : 
play. The questidn of religious liberty, more especially in view of communistic 
domination in Europe ‘and the Far East, is again prominently to the fore. The 
whole question of Reunion and Intercommunion as touching the Protestant Churches 


> 
st 
a 
| 


Praise God for the ‘ver-widening observance of the Univertal Week of Prayer. 

ts 

yo if forthcoming | Festival of Britain\ 1951, that the way may be opened for . 


contemporary events. There is, for example, the urgent need for greater uhity and 
closer co-operation on the part of the Evangelical forces in this country. It cannot : 
tragically divided and that there is at present no rea} co-ordinating factor to achieve 
the much needed unity and give it effective expression.’ So much is this the case 
that there are those who are suggesting that new machinery should be created to — 
accomplish this purpose, Such a suggestion, well-meaning though it may. be, is 
are constantly being reminded by our Church leaders of the paramount importance 
of intensive evangelism and spiritual revival, with the consequent necessity for fervent am 
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St. Paul's 
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“that there lies ahead of me 


whom I 
among 
churches inthe north, made a collection 
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very poor 
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Delegate The Executive 
Cemference, Council of the 
March G6th-roth, Alliance is not only 
co-operation Co-ordination of 
Evangelical effort in this country, but is 
anxious to be of help toa much wider 
sphere of ical life and work. It 


expenses of these” 
delegates, but the Council feels it 


December all i : 
of the hall in which 


> 


_ 


: 
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vital importance at the present time that 
and Evangelicals in particular—which tions, that bonds 
am and .work, and that the time has come be encouraged to greater efforts ir aa 
8 when the formation of an Internationa! proclaiming the glorious Gospel of mane 
a Committee or Consultative Body, repre- Lord and winning of souls for Him. + ee 
sentative of the various national Branches 
of the Evangelical Alliance and similar communications 
should the considered. It from the Iberian Penihwsula 
has therefore arranged for a preliminary ‘Contain news, some 
‘ Conference of delegates from the Euro- which is very encouraging, ‘but much of 
3 pean Branches of the Alliance; and some ji) distressing, telling of continued _ 
3 tinent, to take place at Hildenborough Church. At one place in Portugal there 
2 Hall, Kent, from ‘March 7th to toth has been strenuous opposition to the 
of the formation of an Anternation=) 
| matters which will be considered will be 
i the present position and strength of each were broken th smashed, and 
national Evangelical Alliance > Means other very serious 
| bywhich any can be-assisted ; ‘and the Spain we hear that at the headquarters 
a formation of an Evangclical Alliance, or of the Sp sah Gospel Missi on, the F 
‘al | similar organisation, in countries where Mayor has ordered the Si inday xy Schoo! 
ot _, * Present none exists. to be closed, and the Mission is threat- 
4 ¥ | Hnvitations to this Conference have ened with the closing of its hall and 
: : been sent out, and already some eighteen orphanage. In another place, where the 
|) tries have notified their intention to Glyn Vivian Miners’ Mission, a Roman 
: attend. The countries. are: Austria. Catholic procession spent half an hour in 
; Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark front of the hall while a service was being 
: France, Germany, Greece, Holland, held, probably hoping to arouse 4 
* Italy, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Sweden, counter manifestation which would have 
: Switzerland. We are glad to hear, also, led to the closing down of the hall, ‘Two 
a that the National Association of Evan. priests tried to enter but. were prevented 
E gelicals in America will be represented by the mayor, who was in the procession, 
“ by Dr. G. Elwin Wright. In many The, police have been visiting houses 
2 “Cases the British Organisation of the trying to obtain the names and addresses. 
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= tinually that the oniy hope of recovery that. Professor James S. Stewart of 
measure with the | 
at active faith in the ‘ 
“ais words of Moses i 
4 
| 
| 
a1 
cauve ye would | 
the voice of. | 
(Deuteronomy | 
Let us therefore | 
ey will be secking, di | 
t a | 
Britain, to bring 
of Christ. May it not 
oe beginning of a gre 
for so long. 
x 
We | 
: the Great Hall | 
| 
Westminster, at 6.2 | 
sy programme of Spe: | 
x arranged, but we z | 


tion, and to the winning of the young for 


By oun ows 


World’s Evangelica 
Universal Week of 
4 such a fellowship o 2 
At the Bishop ‘ 
first week of the Néw Year, the Central - At one of a 
; brought to His people a ne | 
the value of united prayer. 
| thus met had in mind the gre overn the nations of 
7 of those who, in every dealings one. with | 
making them “‘ all one in Ch 3 
To, no ome could the gathe | 
Martyn Gooch, the former General Christ. It was emphasised by more than 
Secretary of the Alliance, who presided one speaker that a spiritual revival was 
years he. had the solution to the world’s present problems 
: ibility of arranging was to be found in a return to fhithin 
and was himecif God. 
Testimeny and Communion 
It is only possible in the space of a- | 
the week was 2 some of the addressees 
and that fact in tion Army), in the course of his inspiring: 
é 
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signs of a revival of spiritual life through 


a 
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fe found a returning tide of human interest portion to the time s gave to prevailing : 

in the things of the Spirit: men and drew men 

were manifesting vital interest in between the merely busy 

The Rev. Ivan Neill defined united with God ;~ (il) 

bound together by God in Christ, each 

one being drawn ever increasingly closer Christ, tendez 

E to Him. He made the point that their to others. pores 

* aim should not be to win people for their A feature of the closing meeting was 

2 bring them, to Christ. He believed that Japanese Christian Leader, Dr. Kagawa, 

* God had raised up the denominations who gave a brief address. The Rey.L.O. 

| of the Christian home, where Christ was a 

by the Rev: Leslie Wright (Chaplain-in- 

RAP). He honoured and served. How great was 
the need, too, mot only for Christian 

& (i) The reign of righteousness throughout parents, but for Chnsuan teachers ! | 
world; (ii) The reign of Christ—for Dr 3 

‘was connected with the coming of 
Christ to the world ; (iii) Christ reiens 
| 
4 in of | 
| believers. _- 150 Scattered through. 

i Bible and where they learned 

A | Need for Spiritual Revival to love one another. a 

Ht An address which had behind it the Mention must be made of those who ff 

a an evangelist was given by the Rev. Alan gatherings—Lt.Gen. Sir Arthur Smith; 4 

a Redpath. He began by saying that while the Bishop of Barking, Principal P. W. 
there was.a readiness on the part of Evans, and’Mr. John H. Cordle, ‘Long 
a people outside the Church to assent to will the Week of Prayer be remembered } : 
. lack of any real conviction of spiritual intercession at the Throne of Grace, and - : 
Christians had to play, he said they so Periods of rededication to the service of ; 
4 Often failed ‘to recognise ‘the fact that God 


CATHOLICISM: 


By Geonce 


NDER the tite “Catholiciem To-day” The hes its recent 
Correspondence on the posihilitics of a rapprochement between the Roman, 
_ Catholic and the Anglican Church, A total of forty-four letters are reproduced 
eighteen of which are by Roman Catholics, twenty-three by Anglicans, two by 


Unitarians and one by a Syndicate. Thus classified it is obvious that the Ietters are 
not representative of English religious opinion at the present time. There is no | 


also conspicuously absent. = 
How is this to be explained? tan 
is understood to have exceeded over a hundred letters a day (or more than the total 


Tomes Editozia} Comumuttee which dealt with it with a view to illuminating thr points 
made by the opening article, and for this reason its scope was restricted to that of 


the article, _The. writer is concerned as a Roman Catholic with two issucs, the 


possibility of Rome adopting 9 more liberal attitude towards Anglicanism, and the 
posibilisy of Anglicans edepting a more liberal attitude towards Rome. 


Church,” and the tenor of his comments is that this centralisation imposes a doctrinal 
rigidity which sincere Roman Catholics find hampering in their efforts to proselytize 


non-Romans.- He says:.“ The strict censorship to which Catholical doctrinal 


critical public opinion.” This comes as close to open criticism of the Roman 


hierarchy by a: Catholic as we are likely to find in public, and it throws an 
interesting jight-on the practical effects of the rigid centralisation of authority in 
Rome in which all the most modern techniques of administrative control through 
the press, radio and telephone play their part. Under such conditions we may 
assume the control of policy and censorship has reached a pitch of efficiency undreamed 
of in the 16th century. - But such efficiency has its drawbacks, and the of the 
article pleads for relaxation in the interests of Rome itself. He also for “a 


of all correspondence received by The Times on daily average), was chosen by The — 


The writer makes the statement that Rome to-day possesses Ra deuteat ted 
administrative authority centralised to a degree unparalleled in the history of the 


| 


: "The Claims of 


correspondence itself. What do we find? From the Roman Catholic side the 


writers make it clear that the Church abates none of her traditional claims. ‘In | 2 


More’s argument with William Tyndale, or Gardiner’s with Cranmer, the present — 
discussion is conducted with the decorum to be expected from the Athenaeum and. 
Printing House Square. No verbal thunderbolts, no blood-curdling imprecations-— 
_ would be hurled at each other by the contestants, even if they were allowed to appear 
_ before the ‘public as such. ‘Nevertheless, the arguments remain on the Roman 
Catholic side the same‘as they were four hundred years ago. The infallibility. of the 


contrast to the famous religious controversies of the 16th century, such as Sir Thomas _ 


el, 
< 
2 
5 
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great apostasy. For us Christ belong, 
Himself says, “ Without Me ye can do nc sothing God ail in for 


devtrines of Roman Catholicism. The Roman Catholic Church Compromise 
her divine foundation the ground that she the true and 
be St. Peter to whom were given the keys of Heaven. . By Roman Catholic s madant 
s the Anglican Bishop of Winchester is a layman and Anglican laymen are “ her te 
even when it involves no more than saying the Lord’s Prayer tog aye 
= Kingdom come ” he is praying for the conversion of all men to Catholiciam ashe — 
- understands the word. The coming of God’s Kingdom is thus a neg ‘with the 
oF hierarchy as being of equal authority. There is no such distinction as that between 
“essential” and “ non-essential ” articles of faith, The Immaculate Conception 
an and belief in the divinity of Christ are equally binding on Roman Catholics. So, 
an presumably is the about-to-be-declared Papal doctrine ary 
ascended to Heaven in a physical sense. Not only is the Pope ve 
full doctrinal as well as jurisdictional and other authority (this. being 
14 qualification " in the validity of these claims, and is not prepared to compromise 
Deity. Gapital letters are, however, always applied to the Roman stholic Churc 
before the Bible and the Pope before our Lord Po 
; and morals the Pope is declared to be “ infallible.” ‘For those of us whe are aa 
Loman 
| 
5 sustained historically. The letters of Cyprian make it plain that all the apostles 
are of equal authority. of E. F. (Archbishop) Benson's life of Cypeian will 
by Rome is, or should be, common knowledge. 
BS Keys were given to all the apostles and not only to St. Poms, St. Augustine shows 
3 that the “ rock” is faith in Christ, not Peter.. Origen says “ whoever is Christ’s 
disciple, he is the rock.” The arguments of the Catholic Fathers against Rome have 
3 bsen martialled ‘by the Elizabethan Bishop Jewel in his Apology for the Church of * 


PON 


to be “ the year of the great return.” A writer in the present correspondence, 


quoting the Frenchman Launoy, shows that of 68 references by the Fathers to the 


famous passage “ tu es petrus,” 44 say the rock is the Faith which Peter confessed, 
16 that it is Christ Himecif and 8 that th> Church is built on all the aposties. In 
the 6th contury Catholte the Patistic interpretation in 
the words “ on this stone of thy profession will I build my Church.” | | 

Yet against the mass of evidence, Roman Catholic writers still persist in their 
claim to be the only true Church, knowing as did another skilled propagandist in 
recent times, that the mere iteration cf an untruth can deceive multitudes, provided 
the iteration is constant enough and spoken with sufficient appearance of authority. 


The correspondence in The Times will have done good if it has made Anglicans 


aware of the fact that Roman Catholicism is making a renewed effort to capture the a 


Church of England from within. If this is part of the strategy of Rome it is : 
appropriate to the year 1950 which the Pope has declared to be the “ year of the great 
return.” It is also timely because the Church of England at the moment i 
undoubtedly in a weak condition. Anglo-Catholicism has brought notable gains 
to the Church in the past century, principally in its emphasis on the Communion as 


the central rite of the Church, and in its insistence on due order and beauty in the 


Services. But there have recently been disquicting signs that, not satisfied with 
emphasising the Catholic nature and the Catholic foundation on which the Church 
of England is built, some Angio-Catholics are proposing to take the path of Newman 
and transfer their allegiance to Rome. The “ Church Unity Octave Council” in 
its call to prayer for 1950 makes the claim that 800 priests, presumably all Anglicans 


since the appeal is to them, are in full agreement with the Council’s work for union _ 


with Rome. One thing which The Tims correspondence makes clear is that such 


union can only mean complete submission. This is a dangerous step for any repre- 
: Anglicans is the current doctrinal attack on 


Totnes the true author of the English Reformation. The Anglo- 


Catholic scholar Gregory Dix in his book The Shape of the Liturgy dismisses Cranmer 
as a “ Zwinglian ”. without appearing to prove his case. In the official Church 
Union Sermon preached in May 1949 to commemorate the gooth anniversary of the 
issue of the First Book of Gommon Prayer, and now to be had as a reprint, Dr. 


_ Jalland takes up Dix’s words and launches an all-out attack on Cranmer, accusing 
him of defective knowledge~(although Cranmer was universally acclaimed as one 


of the most learned men of his day), lack of sympathy for the common people (s 


strange charge to make against the man who gave us the Bible and the Liturgy in - 
| English), and as the final discredit, of twisting words to suit his case, 


: "The fact that Dr. Jalland’s so-called “ sermon” has not yet been publicly 
repudiated by responsible Anglo-Ca is even more disturbing than the sermon 


itself, which is is not only in bad taste, but has been shown by the Vice-Principal of 


unfair to Cranmer. 


Ridley Hall, Gambridge, to be biased, unscholarly and grossly 


Dr, Jalland’s mis-handling of the facts about the transmission of the Bible into English 

and the false inferences he draws from those facts will be clear to anyone who cares 

pense ag with the records printed by or with Westcott’s History of the 

pry ‘These attempts to discredit the 


foundation of the Church 
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Jenkyns’ The Remains of Thos. Cranmer can see forhimeell 

a mean that the Stock Exchange or the money market are necessarily organised on ft 
a Christian principles. In the same way Roman Catholics may be as good individual : 
ff Christians as members of any other Church. But this does not mean that the ; 
at Roman Catholic organisation is Christian, and it is not difficult to demonstrate that . 
a4 Methodism or Congregationalism is its claim to full authority and its d mand for i’ 
“a unduestioning Obedience. In this it resembles Communism. In the wor bof, & 
a Catholic writer in The Times correspondence, “ It cannot be sufficiently | pees 
elf claims.” These claims are shown by historical study to be false, But even if the a : 
ff humility, and we know that “ the Scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the [7 
| Promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.”” 
ff cat cewaerarchy, by its claim to doctrinal infallibility, places the Pope on a lev 
a Toke tnd belict in the teaching of the Roman Church before belief in the words | 
a of Holy Scripture. 4 plain example is that in the New Testament the marriage of 
ininisters is not only permissible but is always assumed a3 normal.” By 
a 4 ine fact that the historical by-products of these claims are evil, as for example t 
the abuses that attend the confessional, the superstitions and idolatry which 
Ag celibacy oF of images, and the lechery which follows the enforced 
ff celibacy of men who lack the gift of continence, is incidental, They are the fruits 
a by which we recognise the tree. The central fact is that the-Church of Rome 
imposes on them a discipline which is alien to the liberty ofa Christian | 
man and contrary to the teaching of Christ. | 
ih The Way Ahead 
the the glorious liberty of the children of God, and we know that. 
can be the Lond is; there is liberty.” For ws as for one there 
i tan be no peace with Rome so long as it lays claim to the supremacy which bx ongs ie 
2 | to. Christ. Such claims cannot proceed from Christ, and this ‘being so we. must 
the facts and by stating them simply, We ar failing 
ao duty as Christians if we fail to make Our position plain. In this respect our ancestors - i 
4 this. we must be prepared to actonit, 
14 
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account of the work of the Sociées Centrale, 


the link of prayer between you and 
us; but prayer, to be really effective, 


valued friend and Director of the Société 
Centrale, Protestant Mission in France. 


contributed by the British Section 


many of whom have not 40 much 


“The Société Gentrale ia affiliated to. 
‘the Protestant Reformed Church. of 
France and is ; for the 


ather Protestant witness obtains, 
From. the last Report, dated Ist 


The war took toll of him as of other — January, 1949, comes the information that 


workers .and friends . during a 


But God graciously permitted the work - 
to 


: 


the Société Centrale solely represented 
Protestantism in twelve “ departments ”” 
and therefore in hundreds of towns both 
in France and in the Colonies. Over a 

of 100 years, 1847 to 1947, the 

Centrale has handed over 128 
selfsupporting ‘churches to French 
Protestantismt. Added to the present 
Mission Halls, this represents an average 
of two new places of worship cach year. 
During 1949, six new Mission Halls were 


Ready to be accepted officially by the 


Reformed Church. 


“In 1947 a new “Temple” 


- im Rodez, almost entirely put up by the 
_ men parishioners in their free time, to. 
the glory of God, and as @ witness to their 


| Those of ws who are Anglicans must say, with humility, and with regret but 
on the contrary we affirm our belief that the Church of England with all its shor — 
By comitige i yet the true Catholic Church of this land, and go on. to declare our 
real sion and. the real task immediately shead of the Church of England is 
Z to labour to accomplish the return of all Protestant denominations, including the 3 
| | 


Church | has since been if ite betes} 

| © year 54 ordained 
parish | hetpers, two (orm 
“Sammer Missi 
one services are held at 
July, August and Septembe 
Another aspect of the 
called Service des Dissémi 
families, providing them | 
readings, hymns and a se 
Two itinerant Pastors and 
himeelf travel up and down 
order to shepherd these : 
the Reformed Churches 50 as 
evangelistic interest. 
thus individually gathering a 
wan F 
in time 
ch: Let i 
r to us 
It can, 
(around 
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need has been felt 


a vacation under ‘the: of an the Lord wonderfully and the 
expericaced Pastor hall was not only 
e4 Then the cinema van, which has but many could not get in. 
market places in the villages, intro- The Gospel not 
In a focal Ginema in Paris (59°00 Copics ina year), 90,000calendar 
a 
running: 
4; tnc nd 
= 
the latter means of 
The Printed 
wes in the largest public h 
o. 
of manifestations of this closer 
and 
| 
* ‘ 
to time, to discuss how closer 
pn could be brought about, 
a large scale. 


to this time been of the opinion thecthia week 
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whole matter by the visit 


of co-ordination ought to be undertaken 


given 


of Dr. J. Elwin 


pen pasion regard 
Welds action. 
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: of Evangelicals of the U.S.A., to this of the Alliance » alive to the ¢ i 

as part of his of the hour, nove all ¢ 

4 el that it would be an advantage: 

a a ing firstly, if the voice of all Evangelicals as 

sat such could be heard, and united action 

Tic” “agreement that 

angecnuc Alliance should 

a Executive “Council, it has now been -Couricil is not unaware of the many | 

“8 circulated to all Evangélical Societies difficulties and problems surrounding 

- and Movements likely to be interested such a task, and feels that only as the © 

in closer co-operation with oné another: “whole is made very definitely a 

a The Memorandum sets out the present sul ,cct of prayer, can anything of lasting — 

pt i position of the World's E and effective value be accomplished. To — 

1 a Alliance, giving attention of the 

overseas relationships, and ( 

ie constitution. It then goes eadaqu 

ip the relationship of the set asic 

RE Movements in the Uni guidanc 

A." and sets out as Evange 

if the formation of Praye 

Committee or Caxtc 

all 

oF a.m, 

F Alliance 

7 the last a prok 
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World | and 

i ed. The Memoran- present leaders, that the 

A to point be reborn in 1950 for 

4 leaders have tasks le. ahead. | 
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‘E OST Christians know something though it led to an eventual and tragic : 
: Whitefield at once recall. Like the con- like Charles Simeon and the founders of 
version of England in the 7th century the Church Missionary Society had a 
_ i and the Reformation in the 16th, this strong and clearly defined doctrine of the 
_@® cxtraordinary movement which swept Church and of the two gacraments, But 
Hoover our land in the 18th has affected all these doctrines were entirely detached 
s our subsequent history, and every from the second revival and seem to have 
i historian, whether sympathetic or other- been left on one site! This is not the 
| # wise, is bound to give some account of it. place to discuss whether this was ‘an 
There was, however, iu the middie of the advantage or the reverse, for opinions ; 
‘9th century, another great evangelical would differ widely, but if a comparison 
i: awakening of which far less is generally is to be made it cannot be ignored. And at. 
b known. li began in 1858 in America ; it is part of a larger point, a theological ee 
ee in the following year similar events and one. There was little theology about the : 
e. experiences took shape in Ulster, and second revival, and for those involved in 
‘ thence it spread to every comer. of it no theological issues were raised. But 
 #e England, Scotland and Wales. Dr. this cannot be said of the first. While the 
|B Edwin Orr has attempted to‘dispel the Wesleys and the other leaders of the 18th 
%‘magination and zeal of this Christian in the technical sense, they had a 
; generation by writing a detailed, his- theological awareness. This is 
| torical account of this remarkable even in their hymns, not to x 
| @@ ‘cvival in bis recently published bock, the mass cf letters and sermon 
The Second Evangelical Awakening in Britain have come down to us from that 
5 (Marshall, Morgan and Scott, 17 
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WORLD DIGEST 


_ economists traverse the surface of the globe to achieve reconstruction in their spheres 
_meet’on the same level of thought and activity. 7 
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By Tue Rev. Avexanper 

| one looks East or West or around in Europe to-day there is a 

sense of a movement of the Spirit. This may not be on any exceptionally 

wide scale, but there is more depth in it than has been evident for some* 
considerable time. This ebb and flow of spiritual movement is evident by the” 
number of conferences round the world. While there is a danger of there being too” 
many conferences attended by much the same people, yet they meet a growing need” 
(in the smaller and more accessible world of to-day) for that review of progréss and” | 
understandirg of need which is so essential to the time we live in. Politicians and) 


of activity, and it is but right that the Christian and missionary movement should © 


Christian activity has been religious liberty. The five freedoms of President Roosevelt 


have been accepted in a declaration of the United Nations, and a Convention isnow MM 0, 

being prepared to which the nations will be called to subscribe. No doubt many wili « ad 

follow with the tide and for long may not give real expression to the new tolerance; _ the 

but it is all a step in the right direction. rec 

I‘ Europe communist persecution of the Church is becoming more blatant, In; 

this the Roman Catholic Church suffers most because of its obvious international fi 

connections which are particularly obnoxious to all forms of totalitarian rule, ~ Pe 

The policy of gradual curtailment of religious liberty is clear behind the iron curtain. — “e ] 

It is only wishful thinking to imagine that any real religious freedom will survive _ seal 

under that regime. This is obvious in Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary. It i 

is not much different in Yugoslavia in spite of its defiance of Soviet Russia, ‘The~ sits 
ways restrictions and disabilities abound, such as the fixing of political meetings at ~ 

pr 

power. Since the Civil War Spain. has been under. °f 

t Churches have suffered every kind of restriction = Co 
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nor te Its power to expand is inherent in it. 
and 


and America. 


nominal Church: membership... ‘Roman Catholic and. Protestant Churches both — 
admit this. The latter have suffered severely through the war-time dispersal of — 


their parishes and about one-third of the membership has lapsed. Several efforts to 
reclaim thes¢ lapsed masses have mct with notable success, but the Churches remain 
impoverished and. their pastors receive only a bare pittance. The prospects are not 
bright. Roman Catholic leaders admit the spiritual poverty of their communities 


as probably they have never before done. Where this realization of need will lead. 


is not yet evident. It is difficult for us in these islands to realize what it means for a 
Protestant Church to function in a predominantly Roman Catholic environment as 
it has to do in France, Belgium, Italy and to a marked extent also in Switzerland 
and Holland. I have just visited all these countries and could say much about them, 


light in many places showing the Churches’ power of survival. The immediate 
problem of material reconstruction has been largely met, but there are deeper 
wounds which it will not be'so easy to meet. Here we have to recognize the solidarity 
of the Christian Church, evidence of which is the recent Assembly of the World 


Council of Churches at Amsterdam. That Council showed the possibilities but also 


even more the difficulties which surround the problem of Christian unity which the 


World’s Evangelical Alliance has done so much to stress among the Evangelical — 


groups throughout Europe. Prayer is the main way in which the Alliance has 
sought to create the conditions for such usity, and the present year has been well 


begun in calling Christians everywhere to Ainited prayer. United prayer can reach - 


those who are beyond the reach of any other kind of help and can prove again the 


witness tO @il, Opinion is largely neutral m juestions. Neverth 

| Ba with Communism. 1 a trade exhibition three months ago in Turin and the 
¥ Protestant Churches are maintaining their\position, but are severely handicapped 
» He by the falling off of foreign financial support. I was struck by the evidence of demand 
- efor the whole Bible, there being relatively little demand for portions or even New 
| Bl Testaments. Some time spent at Torre Pellice, the headquarters of the Waldensian 
2 Church, showed me how well that Church is situated to be the spear-head of 
evangelism. 


At Ranghksk 


must cease to be mainly an urban movement and interest itself in the problem of 
paral areas: Youth needs the challenge of sacrificial service. Such organizations 
ao the ¥.W.C.A. sealising that their activities be extended to the” 


challenge of communism and feel the need of a prepared 


The other conference, sponsored by the International Missionary Council, and 
the W.C.C., resulted from the deliberations of two recent consultative Church groups - 


in Eastern Asia. Sixteen countries were represented. Chinese delegates were pre- 


vented from attending. This is the first indication of the probable attitude of Com-_ 


munist China to the Church. The fact that the Church was expanding in nearly all | 


these countries was stressed, and examples of successful evangelism were described in 
in for much discussion as it closely affects all East Asian countries. Nothing very new | 


was said save to point out that Communism thrives on economic necessity and if it 
cannot feed the people it too will eventually lose power. The Church must still 
seek to win the people, including the Communists themselves. In any case it will 


have to function within Communist régimes. The situation in Korea and China 


is grave, and the present restricted degree of religious liberty may gradually be further : 


curtailed, as has been the case elsewhere. 


"The place of youth in the work of the Church was fully discussed by @ group of 
youth delegates. Youth to-day wants to take a creative part in the witness of the 


Church and secks fuller opportunity of doing so. If denied this youth will seek other _ | 
avenues of service. Definite programmes are needed to enlist their services. Here | 
again was heard the demand for more training and preparation of youth for this | 
the desire to be represented by one of 


wider service. The Conference 


Council secretariats. 


In Toronto 


will include the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, the World | 


Christian Youth Commission, the Baptist World Alliance (Cleveland), the ‘Youth : 
Department of the World Council of Churches and the World Council of Christian _ 


Education, the World’s Y.W.C.A. membership Conference, the World Institute of | 


Christian Education, the World Convention.on Christian Education and the Assembly 4 


of the World Council of Christian Education. It is hoped that about forty delegates | 


Education (formerly the World’s s Sunday School Association). 


shortage delegations to all thse will be 
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ECUMENICAL CONFERENCES 
im UCH of Christian activity in Europe to-day is on the ecumenical level, 
5 ¥& reconstruction, of refugees, of mission and social enterprises are so vast that 
= they can only be faced and dealt with on that level. Conferences have been held in 
: various places on all these questions. What is evident in Europe is seen in the wider — 
4 field both East and West. Bangkok was the centre of meeting for ecumenical 
f organizations in the East, and Toronto will this year be the centre in the West. ee 


THE FAR EAST 


ANY of us are anxious about the future of the Church in China. The 
Council has a rousing call to personal 

the power of Christ im the life of every believer. The old props are being 
removed, The Church, it declares, has done much already for China and can do 
still more im the future under a People’s Government which it seems prepared to 
accept. In this connection the message stresses what the Churches’ duty is in social 
betterment and reconstruction. Positive plans are needed to help to abolish the 
inequities of the economic order and nation-wide social evils. Whether this gesture 
will impress the Communists remains to be seen, and for the moment the ecumenical 


contacts of the Christian Church in China will be difficult to maintain. The extent — 


to which it will be allowed to witness and expand its community is also an unknown 
factor and naturally is causing grave concern to all who are interested in the future 
of the Church in t..at unfortunate country. | 

As far as can be deduced from experience clsewhere there seems little or no 
prospect of freedom for the Christian Church. Such freedom as the new Constitution 
provides is obviously designed for party members only and not for cultural and 


religious minorities. The end of an Gra has come in China and the Church mist 


inevitably face a protracted period of persecution and even partial suppression. 
The depth of its indigenous roots will now be tested and the vitality of individual 
Christian witness may be the one force which wilkdefy all the efforts of the Communist 
régime to eliminate the Christian Church. I have heard it stated that there are 


abeut one thousand missionaries left in China, but their number is being steadily — 


reduced. Numbers are being transferred to other countries and to Japan, where 
the total number of missionaries is much increased. ; ; 


The contrast between China and Japan is remarkable. In the latter complete _ 


dented opportunity undoubtedly exists for the Gospel message. The Church of Christ 
in Japan has also started a five years evangelistic campaign. Two thousand dekcgates 
recently gathered under the presidency of Dr. Kozaki whom we met here two or 
three months ago. Dr. John Mackay and Dr, Emil Brunner were present and 
addressed this unique assembly. One could desire a clearer evangelical message 


from the United Church leaders, but it is again interesting to note that great stress — 
is now being laid on the place of laymen in the building up of the Church fellowship 


and in its primary duty of witness, Two other notes were vhi 

prominent elsewhere, namely, the part which every Christian must play in spreading 
This rural (and industrial) mission of the Church in pioneering the Christian 

way of life is the burden of Dr, Kagawa’s message. He will no doubt give full 


—H cxpression to it during his present visit to London in connection with the Mildmay 
<BR evangelistic campaign. One must recognize with full sympathy the different ways | 


4 


in which nationals of other countries react to the appeal of the Gospel. All over the — 
East to-day there desire give indigenous expression the Christian way 
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freedom prevails under General MacArthur's occupation régime. The Japanese 
Government recognizes the need of the Christian message in the present unsettled 
state of the country.. Dr. Kagawa tells of bis talks with the Prime Minister on this 
matter and of the mandate he got to go ahead with his nation-wide evangelistic 


the political situation hasbeen stabilized we may expect to have fuller mews of these 


Western interpretation of the Gospel. | and 
understanding have gone deep enough we need have no undue anxiety as to the 
fruits, But in any case a great revolution of thought and activity is taking place and 
there is still much that the Churches of the West can do to help these younger 


in facing their great task. 


Manchuria and Korea 


‘The Communist threat to the Christian cause in Manchuria and Korea is not 


Organized Christian work in the Netherlands Indies is only just recovering from 
the chaos of the war years. Since my last visit in 1939 the Churches have bees 
carried on largely by national leaders, and missionary help from the Dutch Churches. 
_ has been reduced to the minimum, The two Mission Consuls who direct missionary 

policy have been able to function in Batavia.since the reoccupation. The many 
strong Churches, notably in the Batak country of Sumatra, the Celebes and Amboina 

are largely self-supporting and self-governing. The Church of the Chaplains—the 
so-called Indian Church—has maintained itseif through all the troubles. Now that 


interesting Churches. In these islands there exists the strongest Christian Churches 
in the Far East, but because they have been served by the Dutch Churches we mf 
this country have not known much about them. After the Tambaram Conference 
in 1939 I visited these Churches in many of the islands and recorded my impressions 
in a small book published by World Dominion called Sabang to Balikpapan. - 
~~"““Phe main work in Malaya has been that of the American Methodist Episcopal 
Church and British interest has been confined to that of the Anglican Diocese of 
Singapore and Panang and the Presbyterian Church of England in Singapore and 
Johore. Only last year World Dominion published a short survey and directory of 
this fiela which showed notable progress during the war years. Thé present wat 
against the Communists has greatly disturbed the work in rural areas. In the main 
centres work has been re-established and is now being carried an with full stafis. 
It has to be. remembered: that apart from the Tamil Christian Churches all the 
Christians are Chinese in Malaya. 
In Burma all work labours under great difficulties. The American Baptists 

are responsible for over ninety per cent of the Christian enterprise and seventy per 
cent of the Christians are Karens. The revolt of the Karens against the Burmans 
has, therefore, profoundly affected the whole situation, although the Christian 
Karens have tried to keep out of it. What will be the outcome. no one knows. 
Wherever possible evangelistic work goes on, but only g section of the country is 
_, precarious. ~The threat of Communism China is a re e as it is everywherc) 
inthe Far Eat today 


j 
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: - to root it in their own country under the social and cultural forms more familiar to 
yet fully developed, but the outlook is very serious. Difficulties “ 
7 ever, have more than often proved fuel to the fire of Christian faith. = 
Naturally under American guidance due Philippines arc is wety 
i Youth work is stressed and interest in literacy and rural problems is increasing. — 
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| INDIAN REPUBLIC .. 


Syrian Christians there must be nearly ten millions of a Christian community. The 
missionary force remains at the post-war minimum of 4,200 compared with the peak 
of over 6,000 in the middle ‘thirties. ‘Great progress has been made towards — 
control and there is some increase of self-support. Many fundamental 
questions of leadership and methods of work are being discussed. 
‘The Rev. Lincoln Watts, the Secretary of the World Dominion Movement in 


ordinary wide-spread character of the Christian Church and raises the question of 
the best line of advance in the future. A determining fact 
3,000 fully trained pastors and the provision for further training is only barely 
sufficient to make up losses. 
“Proselytization” 
The attitude of Government towards missionary work is that of welcome for 
all activities of a welfaré character. All that is “ for the good of rerdlareynk 
allowed, but “ proselytization” will not be welcome. Here we come upor a 
dilemma, for when we use the word “ evangelization ” the Indian official can only 
think of “ proselytization.” Hence we cannot any longer use the term “ evangeli- 


RAO 


We are not bound to use that word, however, for any one coming in the “ ‘wervice of 

the Church would be permitted entry, 
Also, the use of the word “ witness’ 
To speak of * witness” definitely throws the burden on the Church as a whole andi 

not upon a special class of worker called “ evangelist.” 

the Indian Church would be delivered from the idea that “ witness ” is the task’ of 

a special class of paid worker whether foreign or Indian. In the Indian background 

that idea has been harmful, so it. may be that to drop the old title will be a gain. 

The freedoms included in the Constitution, it must be remembered, are for indian _— 


sts Micsleunty Sedietics 
er This raises the question of the status of the missionary societies. “There. has | 
ns been much discussion in India regarding this in recent months.. Certain workers - 
ys 
1s 
18 


and societies have been refused entry and the Government has anm anced that in 

regard to the entry, registration and residence of missionaries it will consult only the — 
Christian Council 6f India and Pakistan (the old N.C.C.). _ It will have no dealings | 

is with co-operative bodies outside India, nor with any association of missionaries 

rc). within India. . (The Christian Council, be it noted, is mainly Indian.in personnel), _ 
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now affiliated. 


The ic with “ slices," chiely “There ase. shout 


sixty-five of these societies which are not affiliated. The rules for them are framed 


much upon the lines upon which Indians have been admitted to the United States. 


It is here largely a case of quid 
annually and a “ no objection 


RURAL MISSIONS 
RENCE has been made several times inthis review to the growing concern 


Church, nation, is growingly conscious of its 
the new India. There is a general recognition of the need of continued . 


see ene 


J 
. 7 with the Christian Council arises regarding British Societies, All except one are 
“+ is bound to be a precarious proceeding. All societies must be. eg ered 
3 and that can best be done with the help of the Council. So long as the work of the 
ot missionaries is integrated with the Indian Churches no trouble is likely, but the 
19 purely evangelistic missionary in areas where there is no organized Church may 
find new obstacles placed in his way. 
| _ The old days of complete freedom are gone and the new situation must be _ 
; be acceptable to the Church. Wherever this new situation is not aders af a ; 
4) is likely to be trouble and tension. | | ee 
; The economic blitz of the West has seriously affected the giving power of _ 
a missionary societies, and the fact that costs have in many cases increased by 300 _ 
| per cent is making it difficult and in some cases impossible to maintain existing work. Ps 
| work. Dearness allowances have been given, but in no case did I find that these had _ 
1. made good the losses due to increased costs of living. There is therefore considerable _ 
a discontent among workers and I am afraid a rising indebtedness among them. a 
‘| is very easy to pile up debts in India and this is undoubtedly assuming alarming — 
A 2 While economic troubles are a challenge to faith, nevertheless life has to be 
qt lived in the world as we find it. The world will never be an easy place tolive in, 
but the economic factor is never the deciding one in chat trac 
1 § which is demanded of the Christian worker. Some of us are not grateful enough for _ 
2 | the pleasant placts in which our lot is cast, Let us think often of our hard-pressed : 
1 fellow workers in the mission fields to-day. The greatest problem confronting the - 
7 Indian Church is the deepening of its spiritual life. The solution of all its other — 
iB problems depends upon that. We can pray for this as whole heartedly as we should . 
do so for our own country and Church. 
The Church Missionary Society has been interested in 
ag developing an Institute of Rural Life which has the support of some other societies ‘ | 
A and of the Horace Plunkett Foundation. It met at High Leigh from January ' 
he 10th to 19th. No such body has hitherto existed in England. In view’ of the ct a 
ee fact that most missionaries have little real rural background they work at a 
of the ven confronted with rural life and its problems. vast majority 


: 


feel is essential, and anything which helps towards a better understanding is of great 
value. Christian workers in all lands stand to learn much from the activities of 
such an Institute in the right handling of rural problems. In India especially city 
congregations are recruited largely from the converts of rural work who drift there 
in ever larger numbers in search of work. 


Any one will not do in 


specialized. 
perplexity of the problems of Christian living in any land to-day. 
great shortage of such workers at present. No more fruitful or 
could be offered to anyone capable of undertaking it. It would be tragic if the 
is 


Indigenous Activities 
Church. A good example is that of the Church of South India. Before the recent 
union there were quite a number of local missionary societies. These have now 


f m= «present falling off of the right missionary workers should continue, and there is a 


gation encouraged to give expression to it through its home and foreign societies but 
congregational life. A correspondent writes: 

is perhaps something original and suggestive in the idea that a Church ’ 

should be before sel-eupporting. Yet this is what the Church 


day Christian community. . 

"The claim of Mr. Ben Gurion that snot aly the capital f Tract 
and world Jewry, but qualified to becomie the spiritual capital of the whole world 
seems scarcely to accord with facts. The spiritual influence of Jerusalem has never — 


line and precept upon precept. Evangelism is not enough. Infant Christian 
communities need guidance in the new way of life that it may qualify to replace 
the old way. This need has been a blind spot in much missionary activity, and it is ; 
good to see that it is now being dispelled. But this means that the missionary’s task 
3 been united in a Synod Board of Missions. It may surprise many to know of their ! 
| existence, Some of them are the Indian Missionary Society of Tinnevelly, the 
Diocesan Board, the Godwana Missionary and the South India United 
Church Missionary Society in Papua. Other Societies such as the National 
Missionary Society have always had the support of South Indian Churches. 
This Board will not only be the missionary arm of the whole Church, but also 
of each diocese. Each society will be encouraged to carry on its separate activities. 
Certain activities will be matters of common concern, but centralization will be 
roidec ne . mine is if and every congre 
THE JEWS 
‘ N concluding. this review reference must be made to the problem of the evangeli- 
Jewry to-day which might lead to interesting developments. The lot of Hebrew 
| Christians, however, is hard and most of them have for the moment at least left 3 
Palestine. The bulk of the Christians are Arabs who along with the groups of 
| Roman Cathoiic, Orthodox and other Eastern Christian Churches form the present 
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